
INGRID BILTON 

Upon graduation from the University of Winnipeg Theatre Arts Program, 
Ingrid received her teaching degree at the University of Alberta. In 
Edmonton Ingrid enjoyed a long career teaching Drama and English in 
the public school system to students with a wide variety of ages and 
ability levels. More than anything, Ingrid believes in the transformative 
power of drama education in the life of a child. “What subject,” she 
reflects, “is better suited to explore the human condition, to promote 
compassion, and to foster mental discipline.”  Ingrid is delighted to 
remain in touch with dozens of former students, many of whom have 
gone on to distinguish themselves in theatre and film careers. 

Since arriving on the coast in 2007, Ingrid has been actively involved with the Driftwood Players as actor, 
director, stage manager and assistant producer. She is a co-founder and instructor with DTS, and has 
directed many of our productions, including  “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”, “Alice in Wonderland”, 
“All the World’s a Stage”, “The (Almost) Totally True Story of Hansel and Gretel”, and “Mother Goose is 
Eaten By Werewolves”. 

 After studying 3 years with the renowned instructors from the Pasadena Playhouse 
in Los Angeles, Sandi graduated her double major in English and Theatre Arts 
Intensive with Honors and a Theatre Award. Since her return to Canada in 1976 she 
has worked in the professional Vancouver Theatre scene off and on over the years. 
For more than 30 years her major projects have been focused in our local Theatre 
Community. She has collaborated with various groups and individuals on a variety 
of theatre, dance and music adventures. In 1983 she became a Director on the 
Board of the Sunshine Coast Arts Council and in 1989 she co-produced a 10 day 
Arts Festival. She continued producing travelling artists’ productions and creating 
original local performance events at the Arts Council for next 12 years. 
In 2001 she became a technician at Heritage Playhouse. Currently she is President 

of Driftwood Players and was a founding member of the Driftwood Theatre School. 2015 marked the beginning or 
her work as discipline Chair for Speech and Dramatic Arts on the Board of the Sunshine Coast Festival of the 
Performing Arts with a view to rebuilding a forum for the talents of young and mature orators and actors. 
As well as producing and technical theatre, Sandi has designed and painted sets, created costumes, acted, directed, 
adapted prose for performance and written a one woman play.  
"It is a wonderful honour to witness the personal growth of our students as they develop into skilled thespians and 
expand their horizons in the world at large. The magic of theatre is truly a transformative experience for everyone 
involved.” 

SANDI MCGINNIS

DRIFTWOOD THEATRE SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTORS 2020-2021



VARYA RUBIN 
Varya Rubin, is an award-winning actor, singer and multi-
instrumentalist whose broad-ranging experience in the performing 
arts enriches every aspect of her teaching. She is the founding 
Artistic Director of both the Sunshine Coast Children’s Choir and 
Sunshine Coast Musical Theatre Intensive. In addition to her work 
as an actor and singer, Varya spent several years co-hosting ‘It 
Takes a Village’ on Vancouver Co-op Radio and has even had her 
voice heard in space. She holds  an  honours  BA in  theatre  from 
York University, a certificate in Film Arts from Langara College/
Studio 58, and is a graduate of the National Voice Intensive. 

Shannon Rody has had a varied background with both children and theatre/film.  Being on stage 
wove its way into Shannon’s heart as a child and, when it came time to choose a career, she found 
she could not shake the entertainment industry.  

She has an MBA in Media Management from Metropolitan College of New York and has worked 
professionally both in front of and behind the camera, as well as on stage.  Her experience with 
children ranges from sports coach to gym teacher, after-school care to meditation instructor, and 
finally to mother of three - which she homeschools.  Shannon loves tapping into the wonder of 
children, introducing them to the world of dramatic play and is passionate about all the amazing 
opportunities DTS is able to offer the Sunshine Coast community. 

SHANNON RODY 



 
Gabriel Leonard Ryan has been taking classes with Driftwood Theatre School and 
Performing with Driftwood Players for the past 9 years. He has taken several workshops 
at Bard On The Beach, worked in multiple professional and semi-professional theatre 
productions, and he takes dance classes with Danceworks Academy - including Tap 
dance, Jazz and Ballet. He will be teaching Tap Classes and Musical Theatre classes at 
DanceWorks this fall.   

Aside from the performing arts, Gabriel also does childcare work. 
 

Elizabeth Hood, currently a student at Elphinstone 
Secondary, has always had a love for theatre. Performing 
since she was three years old, Elizabeth is actively 
pursuing her passions through violin, dance and theatre. 
She has been working with special needs children for four 
years now, and has been assisting summer camps at GDPL 
since she was 12. 

Elizabeth has been involved with the Driftwood Theatre 
School for eight years now, acting in the productions of 
"The (Almost) Totally True Story of Hansel and Gretel”, 
“Mother Goose is Eaten by Werewolves” and many more, 
as well as substitute teaching and apprenticing a young theatre class.  Excited by the 
opportunity, Elizabeth is very thankful to be teaching violin and theatre this coming 
season.
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